Intestinal cancer in patients with Crohn's disease. A population study in central Israel.
A population study of Crohn's disease (CD) during the years 1970-1980 was performed in a defined area in central Israel with 1,400,000 inhabitants. Three hundred and sixty-five patients with definite CD were identified, and a complete follow-up was obtained with particular attention to intestinal cancer. The mean follow-up time was 9.95 years (range, 1-49 years). Forty-four per cent of the patients were operated on, but only a few had total colectomy or bypass operations. Only one patient developed colorectal cancer after 7 years of disease. The observed to expected ratio for this cancer was 1.14 at 10 years of disease and 0.73 at 20 years of disease. The incidence of colorectal cancer was not significantly different from the expected in the population. None of the patients developed small-bowel cancer. At least five patients had extraintestinal malignancies. A review of the literature showed conflicting results with regard to cancer risk in CD. The risk was not significantly increased in the two existing population studies, including the present one.